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CHAPEL HILL, MN.C. -- Robert
Patton is a veteran on a
mission.

. i _ i ¥Yideo: Chapel Hill Yeteran Collects
My adrenalin is running ke It Books For Soldiers In Irag

was when I was in combat,”
sald Patton.

His volunteer tour of duty as a book collectar falls in line with his \Warld
War Il 1job as an operations sergeant. To him, I£'s just like the old days.
Pattton said it all started when he got a call from a colonel friend of his,
stationed in Irag.

*He said, 'I just need help,™ he said,

Patton found out that reading maternals were scarce -- just 50 books
for some 20,000 troops in one Iragi camp.

“Boy, If you had a book in your hip pocket, vou can read to help pass
the time away,” he said.

Patton put the word out, and the books poured in -- close to 4,000 in
just three weeks,

I" feel far these people who are in danger all the time,” said Pattan,
Patton said iIf soldiers can take the books and pass the time maore
quickly, i1l be mission accomplished.,

*1 can't think of anything more satisfying than to know that in two week
or so, these books would be in use in Irag,” he said.

Patton said his hope is when American troops return home from Irag,
the Iragl people will use these books to start an American library in Iraag.
Saturday i1s the last day people can donate books at the American
Legion Hall in Chapel Hill, Patton said the library idea 1s patterned after
an American Library started by some G.I1.'s in Passaw, Germany after
WAL

Reporter! Ken Srnith

Photographer! Courtney Davis

Online Editor: Dana Franks




